










PAGE SIX I OW A CONSERVATIONIST 

"Kungovick" 

Game Conc:;elvation Contest 

Pnzes were av. arded to rural 
schools of Benton County recently 
m a feede1 and shelter contest 
held in connection with the con
servation prog1 am. The judges 
were Han} Rector, &tate Con
servatiOn Offtcer, and George 
Greenwood, President of the Vin
ton Frsh and Game Club. 

The prog ram for the conserva
tion of wildlife was introduced 
in the rural schools last fall 
through the co-operation of Rec
tor, Greenwood, Attorney John 
Tobin, of the Io,:ra 
Wildlife Federation, and the Ben
ton County Rural Teachers' Club. 

At that time, a gift of $25 was 
presented to the Teachers' club 
by the Fish and Game club to be 
used for prizes for the schools 
takmg part. Rules and regula
tions for the prize money were 
drawn up by the officers of the 
Teachers' club and prizes were to 
be given for posters depicting 
ways of conservatiOn, composi
tiOns, feeders and shelters. 

The poster and composition con
tests closed 1\larch 1. Winners 
in the other divisions were: 

<Cont•nued from Page Four) 

;:,ometimes there is trouble, and 
v.;ardens ha\·e been shot at and 
threatened. Few seasons go by 
\\'Ithout some exciting experi
ences I have had breakfast at 
4 a m and supper at midnight, 
fallmg m to bed dead tired, only 
to get up befoi e day llgh l and re- l 
peat the process. In spite of this, I M1ssour R1ver such as thos one provide 1deal roostmg place for blues. 

I love it and wouldn't miss one 1 In large flocks the bov. shape some other route. I can say defi
day of the goose patrol for a bo?' I predominates. n1tely that it has not changed in 
seat at the serws. There s 1 White-fronted Geese show the a quarter century, and I have no 
.sorr:ethmg about It that gets under least regularity in flock form of doubt that this flight has contin-
one s skm. I all Missouri River geese, with a ued since time immemorial. 

The. Missoun R1ver bottom in fairly compact irregular bunch Mr. Morrow, who with his par-
Iowa Is a level flood plam aver- • being quite common. Reports of ents moved to a farm below F a
aging about 10 miles in width and the Hutchin's Goose ate not un- cific Junction in 1866 at the age 
skirted both sides by high and' common on thts fly-way, but I of three, told me that he had 
rugged hills of quarternary wind-! have ne\·er seen one to be sure seen these Blue Geese m un
blown formatiOn. This is the >f Its identity. changing numbers e\'ery soring 
same forr:nation found the j Stol'ies have been \\Titten about since he could remember. Other 
Yellow River of Chma. Thts nar- flock leaders. and some writers old settlers ha\·e told me that way 
ro\\ valley is the main migratory I ha\·e said that a flock of Blue back in the time when Council 
hrghwa) of the Blue Goose hordes Gelse is ahs,.·ays led by a Snow Bluffs was known as the village 
in thetr spring fhgh L Goose. I have checked hundreds of Kanesville. their fathers had 

At Sioux City the principal ::>f flocks. and the Snows lead in tol l them of enormous flocks of 
flight leaves the Missouri River an exact proportiOn to thetr num- ''Blu(.o Wavl(;s" that came up the 
and follows the. Big Swux above bers. If there are 10 Snows and river each spring. 
Sioux Falls. Between Sherman, 100 Blues, the chances are 10 to That sc1entists could have over
South Dakota, and Jasper, Mmne- one that a Blue Goose ts m the looked such a flight at first seems 
sota, I have seen large congre lead. incredible, but upon careful con
gatwns. The flight contmues It is true that a strong old bird sideration il seems logical. Few 
north to Southern Canada and usually leads the flock, but I am men with trammg m ornithology 
then apparently swings nearly confident that this is not the re- were in western Iowa in the early 
due east to the tip of J ames Bay, suit of any prearranged choice, as days. Those that were here were 
where they agam stop to feed for I have seen the lead change while unable to trave1se the swamps of 
some t1me. This whole fl!ght goes m flight, probably because some the river bottoms during the 
up the east coast of the bay, and stronger bird forged ahead in the spring thaw. when the birds were 
Blue Geese on the west side are formation. It is reasonable to nere Seen from a distance these 
not common. They arrive at their assume that old healthy bn·ds birds \\ere identified only as 
nestmg grounds shortly before would be more wary and likely geese or waterfowl, and settlers 

Game bird feeder. $3 f1rst mid-J une. to take wing first in event of dan- who saw them at close range re-
pnze, Eden No. 4, Doris Lanning, Bl G 'th ger This would naturally put ferred to thLm as Brant. 
teacher, $2 s,econd prize, Eden I the in the front of. the flock I moved to Cherokee with my 
No 6, Clara Stueck. teacher. f t d G 11 11 d Even such an emment author- parents in 1908, where my father ron e eese, are usua y ca e . 

Song bird feeders: S3 first prize, Brant by the natives of the Mis- as Arthur Cleveland Bent has was employed by the Illmots 
Big Grove, No. 8, Esther Belle souri River bottoms They are that the old whtte-headed Central Railroad. A branch line 
Witt teacher· $2 second prize referred to as Blue Brant, White b1rds usually keep to flocks by ran through there from Swux 
Polk No.4 Flovd teacher. ' Brant, and Speckled Btant. themselves, separate from the Falls to Onav..a D istinctly I re-

' · ' , young. In many years of obser- member of a tnp I made with my 
Shelte1. .;.3 11-·st prize, Big The a.vet age weight of a Blue vat ion, I have never noticed this. father to Onav. a around 1909 or 

Grove, No. a, Wtlma Boehmke, Goose Jc; .fJVP. .and a quarter Man} scientists are of the opin- 1!)10. The bottoms were alive 
teacher; tlC fo1 second $1 each, pounds, with Slx and a half ion that this vast flight up the with waterfowl that the railroad 
J ackson No. 6, Foleita McElroy, pounds as about the maximum. Missouri River is something new men called Brant. I am sure now 
teacher, and Harrison No. 2, Ila An .cxtremel_Y small ma_y nd that up to comparatively re- tha1 they were Blue Geese. 
Mac McKinley, teacher.-Vinton wetgh. as little. as fo.ur. Therr cent times the birds went by <Contmued to Page 7, Column ll 
Times. voice IS much higher pitched than 

the Canada Goose and less chat
tery than the White-fronted. It 

Wardens' Tales 
<Cont 1u ·d fro 1 Paq.: T"'o' 

tion in Iowa as Bruce talked. 
Stiles reports that it was a novel 
sensation, but that the response 
was gratifyingly enthusiastic. As 
a result of the talk, the school 
studen t'S made 1llans to plant 
wildlife 11acl<ets for game cover 
this s pring. 

Stllcs reports that he will be 
pleased to accept another invita
tiOn to talk to the School for the 
Deaf, but that he is a little leery 
of an invitation to speak to the 
Institution for the Feeble Minded 
at Glenwood. 

is mdistinguishable from that of 
the Lesser Snow. 

In Iowa the Snows and Blues 
invariably flock together, with 
about gor" of the flock bemg 
Blues Sometimes I have. thought 
that the percentage of Snows 
was slightly larger in the last 
flocks to go north. This, however. 
I have not vet ified In the fall, 
:mall flocks of Snow Geese are 
seen with no Blues 

In flock formation the Blues do 
not adhere to the traditional ''V" 
formation with anyv.. here near 
the regularity of the Canada. Bow 
shaped formations and angular 
llnes are the rule with imperfect 
"V's" and lateral or lmear lines. 

State Conservation Officer Bruce Stiles, author of th1s story of the Blue Goose, pictured 

mth evidence seized after a mile foot-race through the gumbo river bottom. 

• 
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Good Timber 
The tree that never had to fight 
For sun and sky and air and light, 
That stood out in the open plain 
And always got its share of rain, 
Never became a forest king 
But lived and died a scrubby thing. 
The man who never had to toil 
By hand or mind 'mid life's turmoil, 
Who never had to win his share 
Of sun and sky and light and air, 
Never became a manly man 
But lived and died as he began. 

Good timber does not grow in ease; 
The stronger wind, the tougher trees. 
The farther sky, the greater length; 
The rougher storms, the greater strength. 
By sun and cold, by rains and snows, 
In tree or man good timber grows. 
Where th1ckest stands the forest growtn, 
We find the patriarchs of both. 
And they hold converse with the stars 
Whose broken branches show the scars 
Of many winds and much of stnfe
This is the common law of life. 

"Ku ngovick" 
(Continued from Page Six) 

In 1920 I traveled through this 
country for Armour & Company. 
Even at that late date, the main 
road west from the hills across 

' the bottom to Whiting was cor
duroyed through the swamp and 
utterly impassable in wet weath
er. P eople who were there saw 
Blue Geese. Others saw only 
large flocks of waterfowl from 
the distant hills. 

Such early explorers and writ
ers as Lewis, Audubon, and Brad
bury came up the river in May
too late for the flight. 

The principal food of the Blue 
and Snow Geese in Iowa is waste 
corn left in the field through the 
winter and the tender shoots of 
winter wheat which come up un
der the snow. Geese are grazers 
like cattle, and their sharply ser
rated mandibles cut the stems 
like scissors. Instead of damaging 
the wheat, this causes it to stool 
out and grow in greater profu
sion. Claims for damage from 

-Author Unknown. 

these geese are almost invariably 
unfounded 

I have personally invest1gated 
many cases where farmers have 
claimed damage from the geese, 
and I have never found a single 
instance where the claim was jus
tified. When the ground is frozen, 
it is common practice for farm
ers to turn their stock mto the 
fwlds of new winter wheat, and 
all agree that this grazing is bene
ficial. 

Space here limits description of 
this valley through which the 
geese migrate. It is interesting 
beyond compare, and from the 
valley floor below, the rugged 
beauty of the high loess hills of 
age old aeolian dust stands out 
against the early spring sky like 
mountains of some prehistoric 
time. 

From these h1lls old Waubon
see looked down to the plam be
low, as his ancestors had done for 
ages past, and saw "Kungovick", 
the Blue Goose, the harbmger of 
spring, the sign of life and growth, 
and with his people he rejoiced 
to know that winter with its 

hunger and death was gone, and 
soon the Yucca and Pentstemon 
would blossom on the ridge and 
the pran ie would be resplendent 
w1th Blazing Star and Gay 
Feather. 

To those of you who, as nature
lovers and sportsmen, look on 
th1s migration as a heritage of 
wildlife to be perpetuated for 
gcneratwns yet unborn, and have 
some m1sgivings as to its secur
lty, rest you assured that Iowa 
has accepted the responsibility, 
and whatever else may come, this 
countless horde of waterfowl that 
advances across the Hawkeye 
State with the coming of spring, 
ts as safe in this state as the 
means and ingenuity of Iowa can 
make it. 

War Stops 
Shark Fishing 

During the first week m Decem
ber, 1941, 26 tons of sharks were 
landed in San Francisco. Shark 
fishing , .. ·as stopped completely 
at the beginning of the war, and 
the shark boats were all tied up. 
However, fishing has since been 
resumed under strict naval regu
lations. Shark fishing is high
ranking because of the demand 
for shark liver oil, which is rich 
in Vitamin A. 

Hunters Hit Jackpot 
Larry Kerston and E. H. McGee, 

veteran coon hunters in the Mc
Gregor vicinity, hit the jackpot 
when they got six raccoons, one 
of which weighed 30 pounds, out 
of one tree. 

Rabbits constitute almost ex
actly a third of the food taken by 
coyotes. 

Don't Kill the 
Goose and 
Save the ~99 

World War I should have taught 
us a very bitter lesson in regard 
to wasting our matenal resource 
of timber m an effort to glean a 
few extra dollars immediately. 

Great areas of timber land were 
cleared and put to corn and other 
crops durmg the years of 1914 to 
1918. Some of the clearing was 
economically justified, but a short 
tnp through Iowa today readily 
demonstrates that much of this 
clearing was done w i t h o u t 
thought as to whether or not such 
land would produce lasting re
turns. 

Consequently, where formerly 
there were timbered areas, today 
we have barren waste. The timber 
was removed, the soil plowed and 
cultivated, and then because the 
permanent cover was gone, the 
soil on the steep slopes began to 
erode. The result is land which 
is worthless. 

Greater returns were received 
for a few short years, but what 
about the future? The timber is 
gone, the so1l is gone, and count
less years must go by before these 
areas can once more be built up 
to productivity. 

We must not repeat this folly. 
War will cause us to agam draw 

heavily from our timbered land. 
Let us do so in a judicious man
ner so the next generation will 
not be given the heritage oi l'cmd 
made worthless because we have 
fa1lcd to think. 

For their size beetles are th~ 
strongest of all live creatures. 

" Kungov·ck , the Blue Goose 
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WILD LIFE 
~~C·=>if RESEARCH 

P roject No. 497. 

PIIEASANT 1\IAN AGEl\lENT 

Leaders. Thomas G. Scott and 
Dr. Geo. 0. Hcndnckson. 

Graduate Research Assistant: 
Thomas S. Baskett. 

Th1s quarter terminated a 
three-year nestmg study of the 
pheasant on a c1rcumscnbed por
tiOn of 1,f>20 acres oi the Wmne
bago Experimental Atea. Durmg 
the three years, location data were 
obtamed on 533 pheasant nests, 
and many othe1 data on about 500 
of this number. 

The season of 1941 offered es
pecial opportunity for nestmg 
stud1es, for the breedmg popula
tiOn was extlemely great, prob
ably averaging about 120 or 130 
pheasants per square m1le. Con
Slquently, the number of nests 
found, 318, was h1gh as compared 
to the other two years. (See Ta
ble 1). 

From this data, it appears that 
as breeding popula lions increase, 
the proportional nesting success 
decreases, and that the number of 
nests pet hen mcreases. 

Mamfestations of the heavy 
populatiOns were constantly evi
dent durmg the 1941 nestmg sea
son. In one red clover hay field 
of 16 acres, 19 pheasant nests were 
found after mowmg. Nests were 
found in peculiar locatwns, and 
many "dump" nests m which 
more than one hen laid, appeared. 

I n 1941, the nests were located 
as follows: 

Fence rows ------- 6.3% 
Road ditches ______ 15.1% 
H ay fields ________ 50.6% 
Small grain ______ 19.5% 

The rcmaming 8.5% of the 
nests were in pastures, waste 
and Idle land, m early cover later 
removed, and in various other 
locations. 

I n 1939 and 1940 only abou t 
one-third of the nests found were 
located in hayfields, whereas one
fifth to one-fourth of the nests 
found were m fence rows, while 
more than half were in hayfields. 
The reasons for these changes are 
not now discernable, but may re
late to higher breeding popula
tions. Further work with the 
1941 data may result m the re
classification of several nests. 

About 66 nests under observa
tiOn m 1941 hatched, producing 
some 300 chicks of shootable size, 
on the 1,520-acre area. Correc-

tions made for nests not found I 
\\.·ould augment thrs figure to 
some extent. 

Dm mg the quarter, an article 
on destruction of pheasant nests 
was \\ rittt:n for· the Farm Science 
Reporter, and it is to appem soon. 

In latt. September. Strrhng Kyd, 
who 1s to become the Research 
Graduate Assistant for Project 
497, was taken to Winnebago 
County and introduced to v::ni
ous members of the community in 
wh1ch the \\.'ork has bcl'n done 
dunng the past years. 

Tree-planting 
Machine Helps 
Speed Work 

Many statc-o-..vncd dry lat<c bed 
have been and are bemg devel
oped for max1mum game p1oduc 
twn. Part of tm::; development 
program Is pl" ntmg tJ ees to pi o
vlde wmtu co\ er m which game 
birds and animals can seek :safe 
shelter even durmg the seve1 est 
wintet storms. 

Duling the spnng of l!J41, more 
than 120,000 trees were planted 
on fom of these areas by three 
men. Most of these trees grew. 

The question is often asked, 
·'how can three men do :.;o much 
work dunng the short planting 
season?' The ans\Vet IS easy. 
Long hours, hard \\ ork, and a 
cree planting mach me. 

This trne planter was onginally 
developed as a vegetable trans
planter and, w1th a few adapta
tiOns, is widely used succt:!ss.fully 
whete great numbers of trees are 
planted on clean ground. 

When in operatiOn, one man 
dnves the tractor, and two men 
s1t on the machme and alte111ate 
in planting trees. A steel shoe 
opens the trench, and two wheels 
flU m and pack the soil after the 
plant is placed m position. On 
the Iov.a areas when short rows 
were planted, 1,000 trees per hou1 
were placed in tht! ground. On 
long rows almost double this num
ber were planted m an hour. 

Trees used in the Iowa plant
ings include green ash, Jack pme, 
hazel nut, black cherry, \Vild 
grape, wild plum, silver maple, 
mulberry, Russian olive, and 
Western yellow pine. 

Areas planted and total num
bers of trees wen.. Goose Lake, 
Green County, 56,~70, Lanesboro, 
Carroll County, 7,500; East Swan 
Lake, Emmet County, 50,000; 
Birge Lake, Emmet County, 8,-
950. 

Lacey-Keosauqua Park contains 
2,234 acres. 

Table 1. Summary of Basic Nesting Data 
Year 
1939 
1940 
1941 

Est. Breeding Pop No. of Nests Found 
50 to the square mile 75 
80 to the square mile 140 
130 to the square mile 318 

Success % 
37.5 
25.0 
21.7 

Trees add to the beauty of one of Iowa's lakes. 

C ankerworms Pest of Trees 
Co •t ued • ·o 1 P ge F e 

Is trapped. Th1s method is prac
tical only on 1solated trees, or if 
bands are put on all trees. 

Each year increasing reports of 
Improper and injurious methods 
of banding are causmg more ex
perts to discourage the general 
practice of tree banding. ' fli·:/1,,.:·· 

However, the second method 
mentioned is a highly effective 
and destrable method of control. 
A solution of lead arsena tc and 
water to which an adhesive agent 
is added IS sprayed on the foliage. 
As the wo1ms cat the leaves they 
arc poisoned. A solution of one 
and a half to two pounds of lead 
arsenate to 50 gallons of water, 
to which one pound of soy bean 
flour has been added for a 
spreader and adhesive, will read
Ily control cankerworms or other 
le>af chewing insects. Iowa stream m rrors .v1nter forest scene. 

-------------------

This tree was planted by a grandson, now a grandfather 
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